[Severe course and contingent risk factors in optic neuropathy and myelopathy after tuberculostatics].
A male patient with tuberculous lymphadenopathy was treated with a four-fold therapy of ethambutol, isoniacide, rifampicin and pyracinamide. After 10 weeks the patient suffered from photophobia. Although ethambutol was discontinued vision decreased and visual field defects occurred as well as signs of myelopathy. Isoniacide was then discontinued and in the subsequent phase the vision was slowly restored over a period of 36 months. The combined toxicity of ethambutol and isoniacide seems to have been the main cause of the severe and protracted optic neuropathy.